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Overturning the Roe decision has been a huge push by Christian prolife for many decades. In fact, their main 
reason for being so interested in the court system is precisely for this reason. While Roe didn’t make 
abortion legal nor will its overturning make it illegal, there is evidence that if it were overturned abortion 
access would be drastically reduced. Many states have passed trigger laws, which means that if Roe were 
overturned, abortion in those states would become automatically illegal (to what degree depends on the 
state). The data that is most important in a hypothetical post-Roe world is not the existence somewhere in 
America of legal abortion, but of access. Margot-Sanger Katz writes about this in NYT: 


Legal abortion access would be unchanged in more than half of states, but it would effectively end for 
those living in much of the American South and Midwest, especially those who are poor, according to 
the analysis. (The analysis incorporates more recent data on research we wrote about last year.) 


“A post-Roe United States isn’t one in which abortion isn’t legal at all,” said Caitlin Knowles Myers, an 
economist at Middlebury College and a co-author of the original research. She obtained and analyzed 
the new data for The New York Times this month. “It’s one in which there’s tremendous inequality in 
abortion access.” 
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But what are the numbers and how drastic would it be: 


Today, there is at least one abortion clinic in every state, and most women of childbearing age live 
within an hour’s drive or so of one, the analysis found. Without Roe, abortion would probably become 
illegal in 22 states. Forty-one percent of women of childbearing age would see the nearest abortion 
clinic close, and the average distance they would have to travel to reach one would be 280 miles, up 
from 36 miles now. 


As distances to clinics increase, abortion rates decline, research shows. Women who can’t afford to 
travel to a legal clinic or arrange child care or leave from work for the trip are most affected. Also, 
remaining clinics would not necessarily be able to handle increased demand. 


Now what about the overall drop in abortions? What are the numbers?: 


Without Roe, the number of legal abortions in the United States would be at least 14 percent lower, 
Professor Myers and her colleagues estimated. That could mean about 100,000 fewer legal abortions 
a year, they found. The number is impossible to predict precisely because new clinics could open on 
state borders, and some people may order abortion pills by mail or obtain illegal surgical abortions, 
which may be dangerous. 


Travel distances could increase even if Roe weren't overturned, because a more conservative court 
could decide to uphold state laws that decrease access to abortions, such as those that require 
abortion providers to have hospital admitting privileges, require women seeking abortions to wait for 
long intervals first or restrict the kinds of abortion procedures that are allowed. 


This is not the end of the story. There is a new way in which abortion is taking place, even now in places 
where it is effectively inaccessible to especially poorer women. Women are now buying pills online and 
having self-abortions: 


These “invisible” abortions are hard to measure, so it’s unclear how much higher the true abortion rate 
is. But researchers say self-managed abortions have risen as abortion has become more restricted in 
certain states, and as more people have learned that effective pills can be ordered online or purchased 
across the border. 


The black market for abortion pills has changed the landscape for those lacking easy access to an 
abortion clinic or preferring to have an abortion in private. The pills are harder to regulate than in-clinic 
abortions; they can be easily hidden and shipped, and women can take them at home and appear to 
have had a spontaneous miscarriage. 


As a Catholic and someone who obviously opposes abortion on principle, mainly because | oppose murder, | 
don’t see how even if you made abortion illegal in all 50 states in all cases and at all stages you wouldn't see 
a simultaneous explosion in women buying pills online to have a ‘miscarriage’. The only way around this 
would be to engage in a new war on drugs, which if the last one is any indication would be a disaster for 
society. In terms of tolerating inevitable evils, | think this is an area where we're just going to have to accept 
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that the cat is out of the bag and she’s not going back in. Abortion, as a social phenomenon, is here to stay. 
Unless there is a huge change of hearts and minds, in other words, a change in the culture itself, there is 
zero chance of these trends changing overall in my view. 
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